
 
 The gender wage gap is a persistent issue in the United States, with California being no 
exception. Despite its seemingly progressive labor laws, the state continues to face controversy 
regarding inequality in the workforce. In recent years, legislative measures, organizational 
initiatives, and legal actions have played a major role in addressing these issues.  

 
One notable legal action is the recent class-action lawsuit against Apple, shining light on 

systemic gender discrimination in one of the most influential companies not only of California, 
but internationally. This article explores the gender wage gap in California, recent policy efforts, 
and the implications of the Apple lawsuit. 

 
 California has historically been one of the most progressive states regarding workers’ 
rights, having some of the strongest equal pay laws in the nation. However, despite these laws, 
the gender wage gap continues to affect the lives of California women greatly. California’s Civil 
Rights Department reports that as of 2021, for every dollar the average man makes, the 
average woman earns a mere 81 cents. Women earn less money than men in every industry, 
not to mention women of color. Black women in California earn 58 cents for every dollar a white 
man earns, and Latina women earn 44 cents. However, in 2023, the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
reported that on average, women earn 89.9% of what men earn working the same job, 
demonstrating improvement compared to 86.8% in 2022. While the wage gap is narrowing, it 
remains an issue for an unreasonably long time. 
 
 The state has enacted several policies to close the gender wage gap. One significant 
initiative was the California Equal Pay Pledge made in 2019. Under this pledge, hundreds of 
companies and organizations have committed to conducting an annual gender pay analysis, 
reflecting and revising their hiring and promotion practices to reduce bias and discrimination 
towards the women they employ. These efforts display a growing commitment to gender 
equality, but legal battles indicate that sexism in the workforce persists. 
 In June 2024, a class-action lawsuit was filed against Apple by two female employees. 
These women sought to represent over 12,000 current and former females working for the 
trillion-dollar company. The lawsuit alleges that Apple engaged in gender pay discrimination by 
paying women less than men for the same kind of work. According to the plaintiffs, Apple’s 
hiring and promotion practices have reinforced pay differences and violated federal and state 
equal pay laws. This lawsuit follows a trend of legal actions against major corporations 
regarding gender pay differences. For instance, in 2020, Wells Fargo, a financial services 
company based in San Francisco, settled a class-action lawsuit with more than 200 female 
employees who claimed that they were paid less than their male coworkers and provided fewer 
promotion/advancement opportunities. Additionally, the major California-based corporation 
Google faced multiple lawsuits for gender discrimination. The most notable one was a case in 
2017 revealing that Google had consistently undercompensated female employees. These legal 
actions alongside the lawsuit involving Apple highlight increasing apprehensions regarding 
companies’ lack of transparency in pay and unequal compensation that disproportionally affects 
hard-working women in California.  

https://calcivilrights.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2024/03/2024.03.12-Pay-Gap-Data-Release.pdf
https://calcivilrights.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2024/03/2024.03.12-Pay-Gap-Data-Release.pdf
https://women.ca.gov/about-the-pay-equity-pledge/#:~:text=The%20California%20Equal%20Pay%20Pledge%20is%20an%20initiative,to%20help%20close%20the%20pay%20gap%20in%20California.
https://www.ajs.org/apple-faces-lawsuit-over-alleged-unequal-pay-for-women/
https://www.employers.org/clientuploads/hr_resources/2018_Equal_Pay_Act_Guide_California-Revised.pdf
https://www.employers.org/clientuploads/hr_resources/2018_Equal_Pay_Act_Guide_California-Revised.pdf


 Despite California’s legal framework, enforcing equal pay laws remains a challenge. 
Many companies, including influential tech giants such as Apple, have been slow to implement 
appropriate equal pay policies. Expanding pay data, reporting requirements, and enforcing 
penalties for non-transparency are crucial steps toward achieving full pay equity. Additionally, 
addressing barriers that keep women of color in lower-paying jobs, such as limited access to 
education and career advancements, is essential to achieving pay equality. Companies must 
adopt measures to not only ensure equal pay for equal work but also foster an inclusive 
workplace culture that actively promotes diversity and advancement opportunities for 
underrepresented groups. 
 California has made notable progress in addressing the gender wage gap, but significant 
challenges remain. The state’s legal framework sets a foundation for equal pay, but its 
effectiveness depends on how those laws and policies are implemented and how well the 
employers of California commit to these principles. While legislative measures and advocacy 
initiatives have helped lessen pay discrepancies, cases like the Apple lawsuit demonstrate that 
discrimination persists even in some of the most progressive and influential companies. Moving 
forward, a combination of stronger enforcement, corporate accountability, and continued 
advocacy for women’s rights is necessary to fix the wage gap and ensure fair compensation for 
all workers, regardless of gender or race. 
 The fight for equal pay is far from over. It will require combined efforts from lawmakers, 
corporations, and advocating individuals to bridge the gap once and for all. Only through 
consistent advocacy, transparency in pay practices, and a commitment to closing opportunity 
gaps can California achieve a future where women are paid fairly for their work. As California 
leads the way in progressive policy, its success or failure will be a key indicator of how the rest 
of the country can tackle this issue. 
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